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Remember Remember The 5% of November
The Guy Fawkes Gunpowder Plot and “Bonfire Night”

Guy Fawkes Night: Treason, tradition, and the making of British Identity...

On 5™ of November 1605, a Catholic conspirator named Guy Fawkes was arrested beneath
the House of Lords, surrounded by thirty-six barrels of gunpowder.

“The Gunpowder Plot”, masterminded by Robert Catesby, aimed to assassinate King James
I and destroy Protestant parliamentary dominance.

The conspirators, disillusioned by James’s refusal to grant Catholic toleration after his 1603
accession, planned to ignite the explosives during the State Opening, then install a Catholic
monarch.

Betrayed by an anonymous letter, authorities foiled the scheme. Fawkes was tortured on the
rack, tried, and executed by hanging, drawing, and quartering in January 1606.

The plot’s failure catalysed profound historical shifts.

Parliament swiftly enacted the Observance of 5th of November Act 1605, mandating
annual thanksgiving services for the Monarch’s deliverance, in the hope of calming civil
unrest - a law repealed only in 1859.

This entrenched anti-Catholic sentiment, reinforcing Protestant ascendancy and justifying
penal laws that barred Catholics from public office until the Catholic Relief Act 1829.
The event also accelerated the marginalisation of Catholic recusants, shaping centuries of
sectarian division, which we still see today.

Yet the plot’s legacy transcends legislation.

It birthed “Bonfire Night”, a visceral public ritual blending celebration and a warning.
Effigies of Guy Fawkes - stuffed with straw and old clothes are paraded by children chanting
the traditional nursery rhyme:

“Remember remember the fifth of November, the Gunpowder, treason and plot.
I see no reason why gunpowder treason, should ever be forgot.”

Today: Bonfires, fireworks, and communal feasting transformed state propaganda into
popular culture, and has become a part of British Identity.

It forever serves as a stark reminder that where those in Parliament, the Aristocracy and the
Monarchy deem themselves as chosen to rule, their in-fact role is that of governance -
ultimately they are there to serve the people, and said people at any time - could choose
others to govern instead.

Just because this plot failed once, does not mean that it would fail again...
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